RYE, COLORADO

Peaceful and Tranqull Addltlon to the Craftsman Lodge

they did it was
rather unique. No,
they didn’t spend
hours and hours
on a realty website,
or contact
Chamber of
Commerce’s
around the coun-
try and inundate
themselves with
brochures, they
became house sit-
ters.

They house sat in
areas of the coun-
try they were inter-
ested in. One of
those areas was
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A Mountain View Retreat is the newest addition to Rye’s Craftsman Lodge, and

Blanton praises the workmanship of local contractor Stars and Bars.

Terry Kraus

Greenhorn Valley View

The Craftsman Lodge in
Rye is rolling out their
newest attraction, the
Mountain View Retreat. A
Dome house. And, with the
unusual comingling of a
direct delivery from China
combined with the stellar
American work of Stars and
Bars, the outcome is worth a

serious look if you or visiting
family are looking for a
peaceful, tranquil, break from
the hectic pace of your nor-
mal life.

Catherine Blanton and hus-
band Don Gibb had semi-
retired to Florida to live near
Don’s mom. But the Florida
heat soon got old so they
decided to explore some
areas they thought they
might enjoy living. The way

Rye/Colorado
City. Three times,
winter, summer
and fall, they
stayed in a home owned by
Ava and John Castanha.
They were sold on the area.
Through John and Ava they
met Jennifer and Derek
Marino who owned the
Craftsman Lodge. The
Marino’s had already set up a
VRBO site for the property,
so it was easy to take over the
short-term rental. In 2016,
despite crazy prices, they

Join a six-game season league and single elimination

bought the lodge in August
and officially opened for
business on September 1.

That’s history, but the
Mountain View Retreat
Dome House is current news.

Part of the original house
was a “mud room” set on top
of the Inn’s well house where
the water supply entered the
facility. The shed was
already old and getting older
when Cathy and Don bought
it. They began thinking
about what to do with the old
building.

“The first idea that came to
us was to have a greenhouse,”
Blanton shared. “But we
decided against that. Then
Don researched Yurts. But
we felt that was too basic.
We wanted something that
would expand the service of
the lodge and protect the well
house.”

“Most yurts are built on a
wood platform and that
would have made us suscep-
tible to the pipes freezing.”

Gibb continued his research
and came upon the dome.
He found a supplier in China
and with additional research
decided to order directly and

cut out the middle man.

Cathy describes the idea of
sending a tidy sum of money
to China. “It was a little
nerve wracking sending that
much money around the
world, but for a few dollars
extra, they not only got the
building through customs
but brought it here to Rye.”

Cathy and Don ordered a
few other extras from the
manufacturer, including an
electronic shade over the
roof, mosquito screen win-
dows, and a solar exhaust
fan.

A friend, Patty Knupp, who
lives outside Hidden Creek,
told Cathy and Don about
Stars and Bars, a Colorado
City company who did a
deck on her house; and she
had nothing but good things
to say about the fine work-
manship.

“We use local labor when-
ever we can,” shared Blanton.
“Right now, we are living two
hours from Yellowstone in
Idaho, but in February we
made a trip home and set
down with Robert (Hewett)

See Lodge p. 16

Calling all cornhole players!

tournament at the end of the season. o
I .

Late Registration: August 15- August 22

Competitive and Recreation

Registration: July 1-August 14 league will be available.

Season: Wed., September 6-Wed., October i

End of season tournament: Wed., October 18

53

Top eight teams qualify for the tournament.
Season: Wed., September 6 - Wed., October 11

Game day & location: Wednesday at City Park Fields 3 and 4,

and Joe Santos Field.

Game day & location: Wednesday evenings

City Park Tennis Courts 330 S. City Park Ave.

Registration fee: $250 perteam  Late fee: $50

Individuals wishing to play, not attached to any team may Fee: $40 per team, doubles
be placed on a free-agent list. Contact Pueblo Parks and
Recreation at (719) 553-2790.
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